[Misdiagnosed rupture of the diaphragm following blunt thoracic-abdominal trauma].
The histories of 67 patients with a diaphragmatic rupture due to blunt trauma were reviewed in four hospitals. In 45 patients the diagnosis was made within 24 hours after the accident, in the other 22 patients the rupture was diagnosed in a later stage. In the first group there were much abdominal injuries and during emergency laparotomy for some other reasons in 29% of these cases the diaphragmatic rupture was found accidentally. Not recognizing a rupture in the acute phase and therefore delaying operation was caused by the fact that the initial chest X-ray was not thoroughly checked for signs of a diaphragmatic rupture. The reasons for operation in the "delayed" group were mainly typical abnormalities for diaphragmatic rupture of the chest X-rays and other investigations proving the diagnosis. Only in one patient the delay in diagnosis has led to a very serious complication: because of incarceration with gangrene of a part of the small bowel it was necessary to remove this part. The other 21 patients in the group where the diagnosis was initially missed did not suffer from any serious complication.